
 
 

 

Disability Expo Ambassador has talent to burn 
 
When the organisers of the Gold Coast Disability Expo 2019 invited Renee McAlpin to perform at the 
opening ceremony she happily agreed. When they contacted her again to ask her to be the 2019 
Ambassador she was delighted.  

“The Expo is a really great opportunity for people to get the information they need and to open their 
eyes to what is out there,” she says. 

“It’s a one-stop shop for people with disabilities with loads of great information and advice. You have 
service providers, government, businesses that make products and equipment for people with 
disability, all in the one venue over two days.” 

It’s not surprising the Expo organisers thought of Renee when they were looking for an Ambassador 
for this year’s event. She is inspiring and determined with talent to burn.  

A passion for country music and a whole lot of hard work has seen Renee McAlpin succeed in the 
music industry which is notoriously difficult to break into. “I think it really comes down to passion and 
hard work,” Renee says. “If you have a passion for something keep working towards it – whether you 
have a disability or not.” 

A successful country music singer and songwriter with two recorded albums under her belt, in 2017 
Renee was a Tamworth Country Music Festival semi-finalist for a song she co-wrote with Luke O’Shea. 
The song, ‘So much more’ was nominated in the songwriters’ salute awards for the contemporary 
country song of the year.  

“This was my 20th year at Tamworth. It was the hottest year I have ever experienced at the festival. I 
had a spot in town in a marquee and I felt like I was melting down. It was still great – I’m usually very 
busy doing gigs at the festival.” 

In 2018 Renee was nominated for a Momentum Collective client award by her support worker 
Colleen. The award nomination highlighted Renee’s outgoing personality, her passion for country 
music and her determination to follow her dreams. 

“Momentum Collective (service based at Casino Neighbourhood Centre) nominated me for the 
Inspirational Adult Achievement Award in 2018. I was a top three finalist and the nominees came from 
a big regional area from Tweed Heads to Coffs Harbour. It was a great experience to be part of,” 
Renee says.  

Renee says while there has been lots of positive change with initiatives like the NDIS, we still have a 
long way to go in achieving an inclusive and accepting society. 

“The NDIS is great because a lot of people, including myself, are receiving services and supports for 
the first time in their lives. Unfortunately society still discriminates. For example when I am at 
Tamworth I still find a lot of stages have steps rather than ramps,” she says.  

“Everyone can get up a ramp but not everyone can get up steps. I don’t think it would only benefit 
people with disabilities to have ramps leading up to stages – it would also make it easier for musicians 
to push their equipment up a ramp,” Renee says. 

“I don’t understand why we can’t make a whole lot of venues accessible in Australia. It feels like 
everyone goes ‘that’s too hard’, so people with disabilities give up on trying to do things.  



Not me – I never give up but why should we have to fight for everything all the time. People with 
disabilities have enough going on. That’s why I will keep pushing to make our society inclusive and 
supportive for everyone.” 

You can find out more about Renee’s music at her website https://www.reneemcalpin.com/music  
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