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Homeless Connect events in Ballina (3 October) and Lismore (10 October) will shine a light on the 
growing homelessness crisis in the Northern Rivers and raise community awareness of the issue. 
 
Anglicare’s 2019 Rental Affordability Snapshot revealed that just three percent of rental 
properties across Northern NSW were affordable for people living on income support payments and 
only 23% were affordable for people living on the minimum wage. 
 
The Homeless Connect events will provide people experiencing homelessness with practical support 
and advice on issues including housing, health checks, Centrelink, Legal Aid and a range of other 
community services.  
 
A number of professionals from the region will donate their time to provide free medical and allied 
health services, food, clothing, entertainment and haircuts to the growing number of people in our 
communities who are experiencing homelessness.  
 
Momentum Collective CEO Virginia Walker said people experiencing homelessness or those at risk 
of homelessness will have access to support staff at the events in Ballina and Lismore to help them 
identify potential housing solutions.  
 
“We’ve reached a housing crisis point in our community and we are committed to finding solutions 
that increase access to secure and affordable housing for everyone,” Ms Walker said. 
 
“We really need a whole of community effort to solve homelessness. There is a clear need for more 
social and community housing stock but individual property investors can also contribute by 
contacting organisations like ours to manage their rental properties and house a person in need.” 
 
Social Futures CEO Tony Davies said the Homeless Connect events confirmed that the community 
cares about homelessness and the impact it has on people’s lives, but urgent action is needed to 
build more affordable housing in the region. 
 
“It is clear from the homeless connect events that people care about this issue and the devastating 
impact homelessness has on communities. We ultimately need a national strategy and commitment 
from all levels of government to dramatically increase affordable housing stock if we are serious 
about ending homelessness,” Mr Davies said. 
 
Ms Walker and Mr Davies welcomed the generosity of local organisations and professionals who will 
provide services at the events in Ballina and Lismore and those who donated goods to briefly make 
life a little brighter for people experiencing homelessness in the Northern Rivers. 
 
What: Homeless Connect Day 
When: Ballina 3 October 2019; Lismore 10 October 2019  
Where: Ballina 9-11am at Kentwell Community Centre, 20 Bangalow Road Ballina 
 Lismore 10-2pm at The Winsome, 11 Bridge Street Lismore.  
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