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Momentum Collective welcomes Productivity Commission mental 
health report 

Local community organisation Momentum Collective has welcomed the release today of the Productivity 
Commission’s draft report on mental health. 

Momentum Collective CEO Virginia Walker, said the report highlights the need for substantial reform of the 
approach to prevention and early intervention for mental illness and suicide. Ms Walker said she welcomed the 
Commission’s recommendation for investment in services beyond health, particularly in relation to housing. 

“The Productivity Commission has produced a comprehensive and insightful report that identifies some of the 
priority areas for reform, including the need for investment in long term housing solutions for people with 
severe mental illness,” she said. 

“Momentum Collective operate residential rehabilitation homes for people who live with mental illness who are 
at risk of homelessness upon their discharge from hospital. Our dedicated teams assist people with rebuilding 
their lives and regaining their independence. It is a model that works but we are very keen to provide these 
services more widely in the community.” 

In addition to more community residential rehabilitation places to support people recovering from severe 
mental illness, Ms Walker said there is an urgent need for substantial investment in long-term affordable 
housing solutions. 

“Our teams face great difficulty supporting people to find stable, affordable accommodation in local 
communities across the Tweed and Northern Rivers regions. Having a safe, suitable and secure home is one of 
the most important issues for people living with mental illness particularly those who have experienced 
hospitalisation.” said Ms Walker. 

“I am very pleased to see that the Productivity Commission has highlighted the fact that providing stable 
housing for people who live with severe mental illness would not only improve their mental health and 
community participation but would reduce the higher cost of hospitalisation.” 
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