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26 May 2020 
 
Funding boost for domestic and family violence programs during COVID-
19 welcomed by Momentum Collective 
 

Momentum Collective today welcomed the NSW and Commonwealth Government 
announcement of a funding boost to Domestic and Family Violence services in response to 
COVID- 19. 

Sarah Dybing, Momentum Collective’s Service Director Community Programs, said the 
much needed funding would allow local providers to assist more women and children in 
need of support during the pandemic. 

“We are pleased to see the state and federal governments work collaboratively to 
acknowledge and tackle the increased risk to women and children trapped in homes due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, where violence and abuse is occurring,” she said.    

“We have seen an increase in the number of women and children in our region seeking 
emergency accommodation and demand for our outreach support services has also 
increased during COVID-19.” 

Ms Dybing said Momentum Collective expected to see even greater numbers of women 
and children seeking support as restrictions eased across the state. “The strict guidelines 
around staying at home during COVID-19 have definitely helped us stop the spread of the 
pandemic but it has also made it more difficult for people to escape violent and abusive 
homes. As we move to the recovery phase we expect an increase in demand on all of our 
services,” she said. 

“We hope the increase in funding will allow us to boost our capacity to respond to the 
growing need for our services. We are pleased to see some of the funding allocated to 
resources to help keep women safe in their own homes and in the community in general.” 

The funding allocation includes a total of $21 million for frontline and other supports for 
existing domestic and family violence services across the state with a focus on Aboriginal, 
multicultural and regional and remote communities.  
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